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Subudubububububutudu3ubuus, 
After the names of the Clergie were- 
called, the Viſicor ſpake in this 


manner : e 


BYLXZPHN D now (my brethren of the Clergy, 
$2253) and all you Gentlemen of the Lairy) 
WS I intreat your attention while I ſhall 
=== cxpreſſe my ſelf in ſome things that 
$2328 concern my Paſtorall charge. Some 
things I havyeto ſay that concernthe Clergie onely, 
Some things that concern the Church-wardens, 
And ſomewhat that doth concern both the Cletgic 
andthe Laity. 

As for you of the Clergie, There is generally a 
great faule in you in the negleR of Catechizing : 
You know that you are bound to it by the Canons 
of the Church, bound by an a& inmy firſt Vititati- 
on, and though ye regard neither of theſe, as I know 
many of you do not, yet conſider I beſeech you 
that ye are bound to it in conſcience; for Cate- 
chizing is the cafteſt and moſt profitable way of in- 


« ſtruction. The Apoſtle calls it the dotrine of the be- y.y,g... 


ginnings of Chriſt, which muſt be layed before a man 
can be led forward unto perfeRion. Ir is milk for 
babes, whereas preaching is meat for men thar are 
of age; who have their wits exerciſed to diſcern beth 


good and evill, But you cannot abide to give milk, Hb.5.4- 


and are all for ſtrong meat, albeit there are many of 
you who are not well able to chew it. This is the 
true cauſe of the zee of the people, for they 

Ky 2 not 


1 Cor. 2, 


(2) 

not having been inſtructed in the grounds of Religi- 
on, are not able to underſtand any part of a Sermon. 
It is one of the great ſtratagems of our adverſary the 
devill, thit when he cannot draw men wholly trom 
the ſervice of God, he makes them to ſingle out ſome 
part of it and to magnifie that with a negleof all 
other parts; as namely Preaching amongſt you, 
which 1s grown to that eſteem that it hath thuffled 
out of the Church, both the publique prayers which 
is the immediate worſhip ot God, and this duty of 
Catechizing : and is gow accounted the ſole and 
onely ({crvice of God, the very Conſunmatu n et of 
all Chriſtianity, as if all Religion conſiſted inthe 
hearing of a Sermon. Unto whom | may ſay inthe 
words of the Apoſtle, hat 2 1s all hearing £ 1s the 
whole Lody am eare 8 Or tell you in the words of a moſt 
Reverend prelate, That if you be the theep of Chriſt, 
you have no mark of his ſheep , bur the care-mark. 
And therefore to conclude this point, If you will 
will not hereafter make conſcience of this duty of 
Catcchizing ; Then the conſcience of my duty will 
inforce me to proceed againſt you according to the 
Canons of the Church. 

As for the Church-wardens I have a double com- 
plaint againſt them'; One , That whereas by their 
place they are to look unto the fabrick of the 
Church, the greateſt part of your Temples are kept 
no better then Hog-ſtyes. I know that it is one of 
the myſteries of iniquity in their Religion, that God 
is moſt purely ſerved , when he is worthipped ſlo- 
venly, 1n a poor and homely cottage: 2nd that any 
coſt is roo much to be beſtowed upon Gods ſervice. 
They are much like unto the officers of Ju$ian the 

Apoſtate 


(3) 

Apoſtate , wo when they ſaw the ſtately veſſels of 
the Temple, cryed out, En qualibu vaſis miniftratur 
Marie filro ? what ſtately plate is this for the Car- 
penters ſonne 2 But my ſecond complaint is -=_ 
greater. They are bound by their Oath to preſent 
all known ditorders within their Pariſh, eſpecially 
them who do not repair unto the Church to hear 
Divine ſcrvice, and to receive the Sacrament accor- 
ding to the orders of this Church, Yet they preſent 
none at all : And indeed the Church-wardens, 
eſpecially in the 4rds and Clanebeyes,are of all others 
the moſt diſorderly men, the very ring-leaders of 
the ſeparation, and it is for that caule they are 
choſen, that others may Fot be preſented. So that 
it ſeems unto me that too many of them in Scotland 
have entred in a mutuall bond to defend one an- 
other by Arms : Sotheir fellows inthis Dioceſſe 
have entred in a mutuall bond to defend one another 
by their Oathes. Bur, here | tell them plainly, that 
I will proceed againſt them, Firſt, for the negle&of 
the repair of thetr Churches, Next, for their non- 
conformity, Thirdly, for not preſenting notorious 
offenders, And laſtly, for their perjury. And if 
they think my authority too weak to overtake them, 
in regard of the great Patronage and countenance 
they have; I will deliver them over unto a Court 
that is able to dcal with them. 

My laft complaint will hold me longer. It ſtrikes 
both againſt the Clergy and the Laity, for their ge- 
nerall non-conformity , and diſobedience unto the 
Orders of this Church. You of the Clergy have all 
Sworn, ſubſcribed and promiſed abſolute confor- 
mity; And yet when you come amongſt your people, 
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ou ſlide back, and for a ons of obedience, read 

ome part of the Service, itmmay be the Leſſons, and 
a few Collects, as if it were left unto your power to 
mince the Service of God,cutting and carving upon 
ir as you pleaſe, I muſt rel! you that thoſe whowill 
not be tyed, neither by oaths, Subſcriptions, nor 
promifes; There is nothing will tye them, bur a co- 
ercive power. 

Bur, they of the Laity are yet worſe, they will 
hearno prayer atall. While divine Service 15 rea- 
ding , they walke in the Church-yard , and when 
prayer is ended,they come ruſhing into the Church, 
as it were into a Play-houle, to hear a Sermon. Bur 
ere it be long, I hope a courſe ſhall be taken, that 
they who will hear no prayers, ſhall hear no Sermon. 

I know that the thing which doth encourage you 
in this your diſobedience, is the preſent Inſurrefion 
in Scotland, You think ( and {ome of you do not 
ſtick for to ſpeak it ) that they will inforce the King 
for to yeeld unto all their demands, and amongſt 
the reſt procure unto you a liberty to live here as 
you liſt : But deceive not your ſelves; for howſoever 
in Srotland ſome thinke themſelves ſtrong enough to 
refiſt their Prince, yet (I thanke God) you are not ſo 
many here, bur the Kings Laws and authority is well 
able to overtake you. And be aſſured that their inſo- 
lent oppoſition againſt our moſt Pious Prince , will 
make you that are of their Faion to be more nar- 
rowly look'd unto here, then otherwiſe you would 
have been: for now,that our neighbours houſe is on 
fire,it is high time to look to our own. And ſurely, 
methinks, that if there were in you, a ſparke of the 
fcar of God, and of true loyaltic unto the King, the 
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rebellious proceedings of theſe men would put you, 
out of love with their Religion. For I perſwademy 
ſelf, that when you were firſt leavned with their do- 
arine, you did little think that their aim was Rebel- 
lion; But did conceive (as ſometimes I my ſclf did), 
that they did all out of conſcience, and were men 
free from violence,or the leaſt rhought of diſloyalty; 
But now behold their proceedings , and judge them 
by their fruits. 

You may perceive how that Se ſince the firſt be- 
ginning of it ( which is not much above Fourſcore 
yeers,in the Raign of Q_ Mary of England)hath pro- 
cceded from evill to worſe, by Six degrees. At firſt 
they did only mavifeſt a diſlike of Epiſcopall go- 
yernment, and ſome Ceremonies uſed in the Church 
of England, as liking better of the government of 
Geneva, which was deviſed by Maſter Calvin, and 
that cunningly.cnough for the ſtate of that Repub- 
lick, which being popular , could not brook any 0+ 
ther government of the Church , but that which is 
popular alſo. And yet I muſt tell you that Maſter 
Calvin wanted nothing of a Biſhop, but only the title. 
For the Church of Geneva 1s not a Parochiall , but 
Dioceſan Church conlifting of divers pariſhes 
which make up one great Presbytric, and heall the 
dayes of his life was moderator thereof ; without 
whoſe conſent, no Ad neither of Ordination nor Ju- 
riſdition was done. And ſo likewiſe M'. Beza tor 
ten ycers after the others death, held the ſame place 
of government, untill Panew ſet him beſide the 
cuſhion, and procured the Prefidency to go by 
rurns. In the next place from diſlike they proceeded 
to contempt of Epiſcopall governmenr,and this (if 
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ye will belceve St, Cyprian) hath been the very be- 


adRegr pinning of all herefies and Schilmes , /nitia Here: 


Ficorum ({aith he) & ore Schiſmaticorum hec ſunt , ut 
prepoſurum ſuperbo tumire contemnant, And againe, 


Ad Pupias / m0 Schiſmata & bereſes ort.« ſunt nif; aum Epiſcopus 


qui unus ejt Eccleſia preefi,ſuperba quorundam preſump- 
tone contemnitur : of homo dig'at!-ne Dei hororatw,ab 
indignis hominibs judicarar, In the third place from 
contempt they did proceed unto open dilobedience 
unto all the Orders ot the Church; And(like thoſe of 
whom Naziarz:n ſpeakes) would be pl-aſed with 
nothing but what did proceed from their own devi- 
fing, citeeming him the holieſt man, who could find 
molt faults. From diſobedience they did procced 
unto Schiſme and open {eparation,accounting them- 
ſelves only to be the brethren and Congregation of 
Chriſt and all others who are not of their tationts 
be the children of this world. From Schiſme they 
proceeded to hereſie; For it is moſt true which S Je. 
rome did obſerve, that Omne Schiſma gignit ſibi tere- 
ſin , Every Schiſme doth deviſe unto it ſelf a herefie, 
ſome falſe doarine or other to maintain their ſepa- 
ration : And theſe men have deviſed not a few, and 
ſome that have been condemned by ancient Coun- 
cels and Fathers, as namely , Epiphaniws reckons a- 
mong the condemned herelics of deriw, that he 
maintained there was no differece between a Biſho 
and a Presbyrer, and that all fer Faſts are unlawtull, 
Jewiſh and Superſtitious. Andis not this the do- 
&rine of theſe men 2 Bur, laſtly their diſobedience 
Schiſme and herclic have now drawne them into 0- 
pen Rebellion, and I wonder whither will they go 
next ? For I am deccived if they have not yeta fur- 
ther 


) 

ther journey to go, and that they cannot ſubfiſt ng- 
till they arrive atpure Anabaptiſme; From which 
they now difter but a little. And ſurely if any 'of 
you will read the Hiſtory of the yr dn. 
you will finde that Rc peoceorings Were a great 
deal more moderate, ahd Chriſtian like, then theſe 
mens are. This is the juſt judgement of God, that 
they who run our of the Communion of the Church, 
ſhould likewiſe run out of their own Wits. 

I beleech you therefore to conltder their 
wayecs, and how that if you do not break off compa- 
ny, they will ſhortly lead you into Rebellion, For 
mine own part I proteſle that the firſt thing that 
made me out of love with that Religion ( beſides 
their grolle hypocrilte ) was their injurious dealing 
with Kirigs, who are Gods Vice-gerents here upon 
Earth, which I obſeryed both by their doctrine and 
by their praice, and I will now give you a briefe 
taſte of both. As for their DoQtrine, you know they 
rake from the oo all authority in cauſes Eccleftaſti- 
- call,and will not allow him todo theſe things which 
the good Kings of Fudzh, and the godly Emperours 
of the Primitive Church did. Yea, they will uotal- 
low them to preſent or nominatea Miniſter to-3Be- 
nefice, nor to givea Vote in a Generall Aﬀembly, 
except (forlooth) the King be a Lay-elder ; nor yer 
to make-any Lawcs concerning matters of ourward 
Order /and 'Politic ta be oblerved in'the Church : 
Nay; They have gone further, — Subjeas to 
' reliſt their Prince by force of Armes,and in fame'ca- 
ſes to depoſe him, yea and to take away his lite if he 
bea Tyrant, and changh he-be the godlieſk Priagce 
inthe world , he muſt be eſteemeda Tyrant, if ir 

B pleaſe 
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(8) 
pleaſe the Pregbytery to declare him for to be ſuch, 


So that Kings ſhould be in a farre worſe caſe under 
the Presbyrery,then ever they were under the Pope; 
For in ſtead of one Pope , they muſt be ſubje@ unto 

athouſand. 
This is their dorine. Now I will ſhew you their 
PraQtice, And firſt how they dealt with that bleſſed 
King James, while he was in Scotland. They did 
periccute him in his mothers womb., and when he 
came unto ripe ycers, they ſuffer'd him not to enjoy 
one quiet day , by their Seditious practices: Of a 
great many I will cull oura few of their atrempts w** 
are moſt notorious; Firſt, when as the Ring-leaders 
of that FaQtion had concluded the ſtate of Biſhops to 
be unlawfull, they ſent their Commiſſioners unto-the 
King,commanding him and his Councell under pain 
of Excommunication, to put them downe. Againe, 
A French Ambaſſadour being in. Scotland, when he 
was to goaway , the King commanded the City of 
Edenburrough according to the ancicnt cuſtame, ro 
entertaine him with a banquet. This charge was gi- 
venon the Saturday, and the banquet to be on the 
Munday , and upon Sunday morning ſome of the 
fa@ious miniſters hearing of it, to croſſe his Maje- 
ſtics defignes , proclaimed a publick Faſt to be kepr 
on that day,and becauſc that the Nobility,the Kings 
Servants, the Provoſt and chicfc Citizens of Eden- 
burrough,did by the Kings direRionattend the Am- 
baſſadour,they proceeded againſt them almoſt unto 
the ſcntence of Excomunication. Afterwards when 
his Majcſty was taken _ at Reuthen, by ſome 
of his treacherous SubjeRs, intendig a to 
orce 
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G) , 
force his Majeſty to their owne ends : wr ge 
being happily delivered, did with the conſent of 
three Eſtates in Parliament,declare that to be a trea» 
{onable fa:Bur the ſeditious miniſtess being aſlem- 
bled in Synod, and taking themſclves tobe the p_ 

reame Judicatory, did pronounce that Treaſonablce 


Aro be moſt juſt and \ threatning with all 
the ſentence of Excommunication againſt all who 
did not ſubſcribe unto their ju therein. 


They did uſually inveigh againſtthe King intheir 
Sermons, and rayle at himio his face, for to bring 
himin hatred with his owne SubjeRs; And when 
ſome of them were convented before the Councell- 
boord for ſo doing , they declined his Majeſtics au- 
thority , alleadging that he yas no Judge over them 
in Church-matters. They uſed ordinarily topro- 
claime Faſts without the Kingapriviry eſpecially 
when ſome fationers were about to attempt ſome 
great enterprize againſt the King : And thenthe Mi-. 
niſters were taught all to ſing one ſong, crying out 
uponthe abuſes of the Court and State, whereby 
they ſer the pun a madding. All this you may 
read more at large in the Kings declaration printed 
Anno 1585. I will now adde ſome other of their 
practiſes that come within the communes my own 
remembrance. When the Earle of Bothwell was in 
the aR of Rebellion againſt the King,and had divers 
times attempted to take away his Majeſtics life, there 
were great gatherings in Scotland for the rclicf 
of Geneva, then ſtraitly beſicged by the Duke of 
Savoy ; The Miniſters who were the ColleQors, 
gave 2 great part of itto maintain the Earle in bis 
rebellion againſt the King. Afterwards when the 
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Eirrici conſpired againſt his Majeſty, and he mira- 
iy reRged b ikevalonr of his Servants; his 
Majeſtydeſired thartheremight be a publick thank(- 
giving in alt Churches within the Realme for his 


_ deliverance; Burdiversof the miniſters , the ring- 


leaders of that faon did refuſe, and did plainly in- 
ſinuate that they did neither beleeve the King , nor 
his Nobles, nor his Servants who were witncſles ; 
that ever there was ſuch a conſpiracy ; But that it 
was a plot of the King to murder the Gawries. I ſhall 
not necd to tell youof the 17** day of December : 
There is none of you who hath not heard in what 
feare and danger of life the King was then, by an 
infurre&tion which w2s raiſed by the ſeditious Ser- 
mons of ſome of theſe fiery preachers. One thing I 
cannot omit , how thatthey called a Nationall AC- 
ſembly to be held in Averdeen , the King ſuſpeRing 
the event(as he had good cauſc)and having long be- 
fore by A& of Parliamencall' Authority in cauſes 
Ecclefiaſticall, and particularly for calling of Aſ- 
ſemblies, declared to belong ro-his Royall Perſon; 
He ſent to inhibit them by open» Proclamation, bur 
they would por defiſt: whereupon being queſtioned, 
they declined the Kings authority , contrary to the 
Lawes of that Ki: gdome; for which they were in- 
dircd, found'guilty,and condemacd of Treaſon. Yet 
that meercifuif Prizice did neither take life nor goods 


from them; But only baniſhed ſfix-of them : And 
when ſome of theſe could nor live abroad, upon tie 
acknowledgment of their off-nce, he nor only gave 
them leave forto returne, buralſoprovided livings 
for them; And yct one of theſe who holds bor! liis 
life and his living by the Kings mercy, is at this day 

a Pritt- 
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a priacipall Firebrand in this Rebellion. And thus 
they ufed King Jau ns , which' occafioned bins irs - 
that golden Treatiſe - intituled BAaztamow ana”: 
to proteſt that he had found mG6re truth and hc | 
inthe barbarous high-land-men,and b botde- 
rers, then ever he did in themen of that Faction. 

Thus have I given you #bricf taſte both 'of their. 
Dodrine and Practice , concerning the oppoſing of - 
Princes. Bur here teſt this ſhould be thoughtaNa- 
tional} ſinne, and fo Jeruſzlem upbraid her ſiſter $a- 
maria; IT willſhew unto you, that they of this fa- 
Rionin England had been as deep inthis condemna+ :- 
tion,but thar (God be praiſed) they had not ſomuch - '- 
power. And beſides that, ſome there have ſuffered | 
death for thcir fedirious practiſes againſt authority; 
in ſeeking to bring in their new-Diſcipline,as Harter, 
Ceppenger, and others: You may judge of theinten- 
tions and defires ofthe reft; by their writings. One- 
of them-who wrote # Book; intituled, 4 Dialogue of 
nhize Devils ( which was a moſt fir Title for theſe 
mens Books, for if ever there were white Devils, or 
Devils transformed/into Angels of light, ir is in 
their perſons; 'who-under the pretence of Sanity, 
labour ro bring in all manner of diſorder into the 
Church, and confuſion. into the Common wealth) 
That Author ſayes cxpreſly, that f Princes do hinder 
the bringing in of their Diſcipline. they are Tyrants , and 
bring Tyrants they may be depoſed by their Subje#s, An- 


other, who- calls himfelf Stephanus Junins, faith, Miles &c, 


It « lar fall for the people by force of Arms to repft the 
Prince, if he hinder the building of the Church, Arthird 
railes at Queen! Eliſabeth for Exercifing that lawfull 
Authority in cauſes Ecclefialticall which was united 
B 3 unto 


(12) - 
unto her Crown; reſembling her unto all the wic- 
ked Kings , and others who rook upon them unlaw- 
fully to intrude themſelves into the Prieſts office : 
as unto Sewl for his offcring of ſacrifice» unto Ozias 
for his burning of incenſe; Yea, and to Nadeb and 
Abihs for thcir offcring of ſtrange fire, It is well 
known how that Hari in his tirſt Book threatned 
fits. And the Authour of the ſecond Admonition, 
ſayes plainly, that [here many a thouſand that deppre 
the ſame that he doth , and that great troubles will come of 
it if it be net provided for, Another of that crew, 


Dementt: direQing his ſpeech unto the Biſhops, ſaith, thar 
of diſciplia The Presbytery muſt prevail: And if 1t come to paſſe by 
| Ss "I rþat means that will make your hearts to ake , then blame 


your ſelves, 1 could preſent unto you a great deal 
more of ſuch ſtufte: bue I will onely alledge one 
aſſage of Mafter Cartwright, whom for hjs learning 
' honour far above all that ever were of that fation, 
he ſaith that the Church is not in. the Common 
wealth, but the Common wealth in the Church,and 
therefore, as a wiſe man will not frame his houſe to 
his hangings, but his hangings to his houſe : Soth 
Church is not to be fitred unto the Common wealt 
but the Common wealth unto the Church: Where- 
upon it will evidently follow, that as in his opinion : 
there ought to be a parity in the Church, {olikewiſe 
a parity inthe Common wealth : fo that it is more 
then manifeſt that the thing which they aime af}, is 
ro haveno King at all. And therefore it is remark- 
able, how that the Traitour Calderwood in his bla- 
ſphemous Book, called Alrare D amaſcenum, doth not 
onely rail againſt King James, charging him with 
perjury & perſecution, but alfo doth inveigh agaiaſt 
all 


(7 
all. Kings whatſoever, ſaying , Natura inſitum eff 
onnibu; regtbw in Chriſtum: odjum.... It ſcemes. this 
mad'dog did not remember Gods promiſe made un- 
to his Church , That Kings ſhould be her Nurfing- 
fathers, and Queens ber Nurſfing-mothers : And 
God whois never worſe then his word, hath made 
his promiſc good ;, for never were there ſo great In. 
ſtrumenes for the propagation of the Golpel, the in- 
largement of Chriſts kingdom, and the procuring 
of the peace of the Church , as Chriſtian Kings 
have been; and amongſt them all, never any more 
then our moſt gracious —— now is, and his 
moſt — Father , whom thoſe men did fs 
__ much oppoſe and traduce. 

— But whatdo I nced to remember matters of old : 
forthe Children are worſe then the fathers, and their 
preſent practiſe now in Scorland, doth ſurpaſſe all the 
- |n:quities ofthcir Fathers, and will make them to bee 

Ergotten:/ Now Biſhops and conformable Miniſters, 
wholc perſons bad wont to: be «< ſtcemed fſacyed, are 
Roned, beaten, wounded, and drag'd outoftheir Pul. 
pits : a thing which was never uſed by the Heathens 
again(t their Prieſts, of what lewd condition, or quali. 
ty whaticever. And yet tho'e are they who ſweare 
to be good examples to cthers of all godlyneſſe, ſo- 
berneſſe, and ofevery duty they owe to God and man. 
Now what God!yneſſe, Soberneſle, or righteouſneſſe 
hath beea in ſuch proceedings, the like wherof hath 
not been heard amongſt the heathen; Let all the world 
judge. Before they had wont to aflaultus onely, with 
their rongues wh:ch are ſharper then arrowes,and with 
their pens which zre as light as Cec{e-quils : But now 
they arecome(as Tertulliaplayes)A flilo ad egy wo 

om 
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from words to blowes. Thatwe may ſay with Bernard 
| — ſed intidimus im Dracones. We eicapd 
"the monthes of Lyons, but have fallen into a den of 
ns ; for theſe ſure are Ceraſtes, Fiery Aying 
Dragons: But would to God their madneſle had fray: 
ed here: They have not onely done wrong unto Gods 
Prophets ; but alſo toriched his annointed, entring in- 
toa muruall league and covenant againit him, arming 
his SubjeRs, taking Oathes of them to maintain their 
cauſe, blocking up is Caſtles, refuſing all his Majeſties 
moſt gracious offers for peace, and indeed proclaiming 
a plain defiance unto him. Good Go.. ! Can they be 
Chriſtians that do theſe things © Or have they any 
warrant for this out of Gods word which commands 
uSto be fubjeR to Superiour powers, and that for con« 
ſcience ſake, eventhen when all Kings were enc mies 
unto Chriſtian Religion 2 Or have they any example 
for thoſe proceedings out of Pious antiquity £ The 
Chriftians in the Primitive Church when they were 
ledas ſheepto the ſlaughter all the day long,and ſuffer- 
ed the moſt exquiſite torments that could be deviſed ; 
Yet would never take Armes forto refiſt the Prince ; 
but pur on thisreſolution, 4r-4 noſtrapreces & Lachry- 
me. Yea, when theſe perſecuting Emperors, had oc- 
caſion of warre againſt the barbarous nations,the Chri- 
ſtians were the Emperours beſt and moſt faithfull Soul- 
diers, ſo terrible unto their enemies that they were cal. 
led the thundering Legions. And S. A#ſtin doth high- 
ly commend them for their faithfull ſervice, unto the 
heathen Emperours, who did moſt cruelly ſpill their 
blood, onely for their profeſſion of Chriſt. And let 
no man ſay, it was for want of power, that they did 
not defend themſelves by armes; for itis well _— 
that 
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that if theychad thobghtir lawfullto reſiſt.the. Empe.. 
rour by Armes'; thay! were-of that aumber; power, 
and reſolution, thatchey/had been able to have thaken 
the foundations of.rhe_ Empire, But now it ſcemesthar 
theſe men of whoni I fpeak, have learned another Di- 
vinicy,and think'thatthey are bound to ſtand ro the de. 
fence of their dread Soveraigne, the Kings Majeſty;his 
perſon and aut!:ority,in the defence reſervation 
of the truereligion (aSthey have expreſſed in their late 
Printed con ein of faith, wherunto they have ſworn) 
ſo that theyido-plainlyinſinuare, that they are no fur+ 
ther bound todefend, the Kings perſon and authority, 
then he doth ſtand inthe defence of thetrue Religion; 
Andthat onely muſt be accounted the true Religion, 
which they themſelves do beſt like of: It the King will 
not maintain thar;-then for all this laſt . Oath; they 
are freed: from their Allcizance, wherein they, have 
more then juſtified the Ic in all their rebellious 
praftiſes.and theTcſhites can well tell how to'take ; ad- 
vantage thereof r for it is not long ſincea leſuite wroce 
a Book; inthe defence of the Loyalty of their Order, 
alledging that Proteſtants had/allowed thercbellion of 
Subjects againſt Princes, as much aSany of their Order 
had done, and gives inſtance in Buchanan, Knox, and 
Goodman: But Andreas Rivetus a Profeſſor of Leiden, 
anſwering the Teſuite,dothprofeſſe,that all Proteſtants 
do condemne that doctrine, a"d aſcribes the raſhneſſe 
of Buchaven and K nox; Preferbido Scotorum ingenio & 
ad audendum prompto;: And now it feares me, that ere 
itbe long another Teſtite ſhall publih a Book to prove 
thar the preſent inſurreionin Scorland,is a greater re. 
bellion, thea wasthe Papiſts Gun- powder-plot-zirre- 
gard thatthe (un-powder-Treaſon was burthe afhof 
| C 


a few 


(rs) 

a few diſcontented Germlemen, andthe thoufand Pa-: 
in England notguilty of it y bur in the preſent'Re» 
jon of the Puritanes, they have ingaged a'great 

part ofthat Kingdome, and many who indeed know 

not what the matter meanes, and fo-that this may 
be called the common ſinne of that Sect, whereas the 
other cannot be charged upon the Religion of the 

Papilts. £2 

But you will ay, itis Religion that moveth them : 

What 2 did eyerthe true Religionallow of rebellion 2 

Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum ? 1 know they 

pretend the defence of the nationall conteſſion of their 

Church, and the Oath reccived by their forefathers in 

the Yeere 1581, by the Kings example and comman- 

dement. Butifit beſo I will ſubſcribe their Covenant 
alſo, which is the greateſt curſe I can lay upon my 
mortall enemy. Therforeto take away thar vaine pre. 
tence, wherewith they blind you and many other fim- 
ple people; I will here make it evidently appeare, Firſt, 
that that negative Confeſſion wherunto they did ſwear 
in the ycere 81, is notthe nationall Confeſſion of the 

Church of Scotland,and Secondly,thatthe Oath which 

they have now adminiſtred is not the ſame, which the 

King, his Family, States, and 'Subjects, did fweare at 

thattime z But Subſtantially different from it in many 


ints. 

And firſt, that Negative Confeſſion is not the nati- 
onall Confeſſionof rhe Church of Scotland : Bur the 
nationall Confeſſion is that, which twenty yeeres be. 
fore, being penned by M*. Xnex, and his fellow-mini- 
fters,and contayning the poſitive grounds of Divinity; 
was approved by the Parliament held in the yeere 
1560; and afterwards was ratified by a Parliament * 

the 


ſ 

the yeere'1567, and regiftred.in. the body of that AR 
of Parliament, and-;ſo confirmed by a number of Par+ 
liaments fince' that ttme. The ſame is likewiſe recci- 
| vedinto the body of the Confeilions of all the refor- 
med Churches, and acknowledgedforthe Confeflion 
ofthe Churctrof Scoslond. . But as for. that Negative 
Confeſſion, conſiſting inthe abjuring of Popiſh errors, 
and penned by M*, Craig, for the deteGting ot ſome 
diſguiſed Papiſts, who by Equivocation, or out of 
hopeof Papall diſpenſation, did for teare ofthe Laws, 
ſubſcribe unto the former confeſſion 3 That negative 
confeſſion (1 ſay ) was never confirmed by any Par- 
liament. What Confirmation it had, was onely from 
the Kings 'mandate, whom they procyred, not only 
bimſclfeta fweare and ſubſcribe;but.alſo to. command 
all his Subje&s to-do ſo, But here I'pray you to conſt. 
der firſt, Whatage the King was of then: not full Fif- 
teen yeeres, by foyre moneths. And how eafie a 
matter was irtoabulc bis tendet youth 2 Let usther- 
fore appeale from K. Zener 8-yminer , unto bimſelfe 
when he was of riper yeeres:: And we ſhall find that 
he did utterly diſallow of that fact, inſomuch, that in 
the Parliament held/the yeete 84. he procured: the 
firſt confefſian' to be: confirmed. ; but without any 
mention of the latter, and ſo in divers Parliaments 
following. And in the Conference at Hampton Court 
he did fully manifeſt his diſlike of that Negative con- 
feſſion, ſaying that M*, Craig with his:/ remevuce , and 
1 derefl, did multiply ſo many particulars, thet ſimple 
people were not ableto conceive z And ſo being ama- 
zed did either fall backe into Popery, or remaine ſtill 
intheir ignorance: And (faith he) If 1 ſhould bold my 
ſelfe to OI owſt 

2 


hn 


- 


—_ A. te... 


083) 
Mm my Table-booke SF -_ head: So thatit hath 
nocivill confirmation at all , But you will fay thata 
Sinodicall confirmation, by a generall Aſſembly held 
at Edenburgh, another at Glaſgow: wherunto I anſwer, 
rhat the {act otthe Synod had onely relation unto the 


\ Kings mandate : For thus the words runne. Foraſmach 


«5 the Kings Maſjeſtie hath ſet forth and proclatmed 4 
Godly Confeſſion of faith —= This preſent \Aſſem- 
bly doth appeint that all Miniſters ſhail conforme them- 
ſelves therumo under paine of deprivation. Sothart what- 
ſoever ſtrength is in the Synodicall confirmation de. 
pencs upon the force and vigor of the Kings mandate; 
while that was in force, the confirmation of the Synod 
was in force 3 and that being expired,the confirmation 
of the Synod'is likewiſe expircd : But the: Kings man. 
dateis expired;becauſe upon mature judgment hee'did 
retrat and ciallow:it in his life time, and though ' he 
had not, yet the ſame: being a.perſonall a&. of the 
Kings without the copſentotthe. States of Parliament, 
1s now certainly expired withihhis royall: breath : For 
Mortuo mandatore expirat mandatam.: So that indeed 
this Confeſſion which they now urge ſo'violently up. 
on the Kings SubjeQs, hath hoſcgall confirmarion ar 
all; And#$1t hath: no:confirmatibn,: So it never had 
the honour to'be- received into the: body 'of the Con- 
feſſions of reformed. Churches; as was the:former 
Confeſſion , neither indeed was. it worthy z:for ir is 
not a Confefh.\nof fairhavall; but a Qonfeironofun- 
beleefe : The authortelgusmot what he doth belceve, 
bur what he dotli not-belerve. "And I hope you will 
all' confefſe ,: that fairh conſiſts in aſſcnting to re- 
vealed truths; :and not indifenting from: ervars; Be- 
ſides is it not more fit; for aMiniſterzo teach __ 
| ple 
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fe poſitive truths of Chriſtian DoQrine,thento ſpend 
&s time in telling them of uaknown herelies* 5 

And as that Negative Confeſſion isnot the nationall- 
confeſnon of that Church, ſothe Oaththar is-now mi-: 
niſtred; is not'the ſame with that which was received 
by the Kings Majeſty and his Subjects inthe yeere 8r © 
as ispretenied : Bur is ſubſtantially different from it in- 
many reſpects, 

1 1n the former Oath or Covenanr, they did ſwear! 
with the King ani by his commandement, and their / 
isno douÞrt but it is moſt lawfull for Subjects, (if the 
marcey ofthe Oath be true and Lawfull) to ſwear by 
theeeommandement of the king, to-whom - primarily - 
and Ofrigitifly;belongs the power ts miniſteran Oath, * 
and to others ofily by” Commiſſidn'and power delega- 
ted from him : Butthis new Oath, is not only with- 
out the King, but againſt him, and flat contrary to his: 
commandement ;' For fince the time that his Majeſty” 
manifefted/his Royall — requiring them tore- 
nounce their covenant;theyhave proceeded and ſworn- 
many thouſands of people. So that I am ſure by the 
Lawes of our Kingdome they are in agredt Premunire. 

-2, Inthe firſt Oath or Covenant,there is no bond of 
mutual! defence. But in this new Oath there isa bo 
of mutuall defence of one another, Again all perſol8 
whatſoever, the King himſelfe not excepte I 

3. Althoughthere had beenſuch 2 bond of mutuall* 
defence in the former Covenant, yet: ought it nor to 
be in this : for Subjets may lawfully make a Coyenanrt 
of mutuall defence by Armes, by the conſent of the 
King who only hath the power 6f the Sword within: 
his fominions; 'Bu* they who*made this late Cove- 
nant had notthe Kings conſent : but did it contraryto 
1 the 
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the Kings ex will and pleaſure : wherein” they- 
have violated the lawes of their own kipgdome which 

were bound to maintaine : for by an act of Parlia- 
ment Anno 1585, all leagues or þonds of mutuall de- 
fence made without the privity and conſent of the King 
are expreſly forbidden. And as in this! reſpect their 
Covenant is contrary tothe Lawes of their kingdome ; 
SoI am ſure itis contrary untothe Law of God z for I 
never knew any Divine who doth not maintain that 
unto the undertaking ofa juſt warre, there is required 
not only a good caule, but alſo lawtull authority. A 
juſt cauſe of warre doth not warrant every man to un- 
dertake warre, though againſt a ſtranger, (much leſle 
inſt the King, againſt whom nocaule,though never 
0 juſt, can make a warre undertaken. by his Subjects 
warrantable) Bur ajuſt cauſe corh only warrant the 
King,or ſupreme _—_—_ in whom authority is 
originally and Primarily z and without whoſe com. 
miion the Warres undertaken by private men, arc ao 
better then robbery and murther. That raſh and heady 
adventure of the Iſraclits againſt the Canaanites, 
Num. Cap.14.v.44- was without authority;for neither 
Hoſes nor the Arke went up with them : andtherfore 
Moſes doth call their attempt a preſumption z and they 
phoſpered accordingly, for they were ſmitten unto 
Hormah, a name an{werable unto the event, namely 
deſtrattion. 

Laſtly, this Oath is not the ſame with the former, 
becauſe it contains not only the old Covenant, or con- 
feſſion ; bur alſotheir owne interpretation of it : For 
they do plainly inſinuate,that Epiſcopall government, 

the 5, Articles gf Perth,arc abjured in that Con- 
feſſion, Nowigigrcaſonable, that afew factious ſpi- 
rits 
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rits who tre the Authors ofthis eonfpiracy,ſhould take 
pon thentro interpret a Nationall confeſſion, and ob- 
trude theirinterpretation upon the whole Thurch, for- 
Cing all men ro fweare untoir £ This were too much 
though their interpretation were true, becauſe it wants 
publiqueauthority and ' approbarion. But indeed the 
po OR is moſt notoriouſly falſe, and like the 
gloſſeof 0rleance which deſtroyes the Text. Epiſco- 
pall governmentis notabjured in the Negative coft- 
fefſion,nor ſo much as mentioned. If any man ſhall ſay, 
That E =—_—_ is included-under the Popes wicked 
Hierarchy,which there is deniedzhe will prove himſelf 
1idiculous : foritis well known untoall that ever look- 
ed into the Ecclefiaſticall hiſtory, that the Church was 
governed by Bi , 600 ycers before the Popes 
wicked Hierarchy . And as that government 
was not abjured, fo neither is it any innovation at all- 
for it is evident that in the yeere $1. they had Biſhops, 
andit is yet to be ſcen regiſtrate in the Books of Coun. 
cell, and ſubſcribed by rhe Commiſſioners for the 
time, how that but alittle time before the publiſhing 


ofthat Confeſſion, the generall Aſſembly did agree Capes. 


with his Majeſtics Regents in his minority, that the 
eſtate of Biſ:ops (which'is one of the eſtates of Parlia- 
ment ) ſhould be maintained and authorized: Butabout 
foure or five yeeres after, about the yerre $3. the ge- 

nerall aſſembly tooke upon them, contrary to thetr 
own ſubſcriptions, to diſcharge the eſtate of Biſhops, 

and to declare the ſameto be unlawtull z commanding 

all the Biſhops in the kingdome to dimit their places 

andJuriſdidtions, under paine of Excomtrunication: 

andin like manner commanding the King and his 

Councell under the like payne, not to chooſe any Sa 
t 
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thers in their place. But _—_ that wiſe King ſaw 
their proccedings, / and; how. they .took more upon 
themthen everthe Blibgps had done: and.uadcr the 
pretence of thc ir new diſcipline, trod upon his *cep:er, 
labouring toeſtabliſh an Eccleſtaſticall tyranny of in- 
finite Juriſcition - and perceiving withall, that theig 
new erected government was the mother of all tati. 
on, confuſion, and rebellion ; And that it tended to 
Anabaptiſme and popularity ; and to the overthrow 
ot his State, Crowneand kingdome : 1584, he called 
a Parliament, and by the conſentofall his States hee 
overthrew their Presbyrries, and reſtored againe the 
Biſhopstotheir places. But indeed at: that time the 
Sonnes of Zertzah were too ſtrong for him that hee 
could never inveſt the Bilhops with their full -power 
-and-autharity, untill chat happy time that his Majeſty 
came unto the Crowne of England : And then nor 
long after by a free General aſſembly held at Glaſgow, 
he didnot ereR, but ratify and confirme the eſtate of 
Biſhops, The ads of which Aſſembly were immedi- 
ately after confirmed by. Act of .Pailiament, So rhat 
Epiſcopacy is no Inncyation, as is pretended inrhis 
laſt Oath. 

Andas for the 5. Acts of Perth Aſſembly,they were 
never intended to be abjured in the Negative con- 
feſſion:forthereis no mention of any of them ; neither 
can they.be comprehendced under popith rites, Kneel- 
ing atthe Communion, is no popiſh rite, for I have 
upon another occaſion proved it ro bethegeſture uſed 
inthe Primitive Churchat the receiving of the Sacra. 
ment ; Ard thatthe firſt tht ever did fit after their 
faſhion was the Pope, to expreſle his ſtate ; So that 

we may juſtly charge them, that the geſture _ 
= , they 
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they uſe, isabjured in that confeſſion, the 
reſt of popiſhrits, -The FiveHoly-dayeseſtabliſhed 
by the Aﬀembly:of Perth; are not Popiſh rites 5 but 
ſuch as were obſervEd-in the Church, fince the 
dayes of the Apoſtles, as may appeare by that bit- 
ter contention, between the Eaftcrne Welſtcrne. 
Churches, about tlie obſervation of Eaſter. And. 
as for the other three Articles, tor private Baptiſme, 
the Communion of the fick, and Confirmation of 
Children;There is no man in his right wits who will 
not acknowledge that'they were in uſe many: hun- 

dred yecres betore Popery was hatched; andarein 
themtelves things not onely lawfull and expedient, 

but in ſome caſes neceſſary. 

- But yet they will ſay,that theſe things are abjured 
in generall termes, whenthey ſweare to continue in 
the obedience of the dgfirine and diſcipline of that Kirk. 
For anſwer wherunto, I ſhall deſire you to conſider 
Firſt, that they ſay not they will continue in<the 
preſent diſcipline of this Kirk; ( as theſe new men doe 
interpret it) but indefinitely,that they will continue 
in the diſcipline of this Kirk. Secondly,albecit they had 
ſaid ſo;yct by the diſcipline we muſt underſtand that 
diſcipline, which was cftabliſhed by authority: and 
Law ; And not that which was violcntly brought in 
by ſome faftious Miniſters .and their adherents. 
Now I have ſhewed that Epiſcopall governmenr 
was ratificd- and confirmed by divers Ads of Par- 
liament ; but neverdifſolyed by any: and that their 
Presbyteriall government was put down by a@of 
Parliament; but never cftabliſhed by any. Thirdly, 
ſay that by diſcipline, we ſhould yecld to under» 
ſtand, that diſcipline whichthen was uſed, — 
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brought in by private authority : Yet certainly ir 
was never their intent to {weare to- maintaine that 
diſcipline in all particulars without alteration or ad- 
dition : for ſuch an oath had becn {imply unlawfull; 
becauſe thar thereby, they ſhould have made a per- 
pctuall Law concerning ceremonies and rites, which 
are themſelves and muſt be changeable according 
tothe Exigency of the times. {o if that inter- 
pretation which is now given of the words, were 
true, it would follow ; 

1 That thcir negative Confeſſion were direly 
contrary unto their poſitive Confeſſion, which is the 
only true Nationall confeſſion of the Church of 


»Scotland ; For inthat confeſſion, in the 20"* Article, 


touching matters of Policy and order, they ſay : 

Not that we think that oe policy and one order in Cere. 
monies can be arpointed for all ages, times and places : Foy 
as Ceremoniesſuch as men have deviſed are but temporall, . 
ſo may and ought they to be changed, when they rather ſuf 
fer Superſlitiom , then that they edifie the Church uſing-the 
ſame, So that by theſe mens. Iacerpretation, here is: 
Confefhon againſt Confeſſon: The poſitive Con- 
feſion declares marters of Policy and order to be al». 
terable, and fuch as upoy.occation both may and 
aught to be changed : Bur cheſe men do (dinterprer 
the negative Conteiſion and Covenant, as it they 

were bound by an oath, to-preſerve the ſame Orders 
that wereuſcd in rhe yeer 81. uwiolably for ever. 

© 2 /Such an-Interpretarion is againſt alt right rea- 
fon; Forthe condirion of the Church being change- 
able, the ſame Orders cangot be convenient for her 
at-all rimes':-As the ſame policy is nor fir forthe! 
Church inall places, fo-ncither for onc and the fame 
Church art all times. | 3 Such 
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3 Such an Interpretation ſhall condemne the 
practice of the ancient Church, which did upon oc- 
calion often-change her rites, as namely dipping in 
Baptiſme, which ſhe changed from once into thrice, 
and again from thrice into once. 5 151ire6 « | 
4 Ir is contrary to the Judgement of all Divines, 
Mr. Calvin te)ls us that In extern i diſcipline and C e- 
remonics Chriſt would nos particularly preſcribe what we 
ſho 1a felow , ©ued iſtud pendere a temporum varieta-. 
ce pratideret. "And again he ſaith, That ſometimes it 
profiteth and is expedient that there be a difference 
in theſe things, leſt men ſhould think that Religion 
were tycd unto outward Ceremonies. And indeed, 
to make the Rites of the Church ON ere 
ro confound matters of Dodrine, matters of 
Diſcipline, marters of Faith,and matters of Order. 
The rule therefore of Tertw/lian is infallible ; Reguis 
fidei immobilis, irrefragabilss, Cetera diſcipline admit- 
eunt novitatem correAions, | | 
5 Ifthey had ſworne(as theſe men would have it) 
to maintaine their diſcipline which they then u- 
ſed without alteration or addition, like the Laws of 
the Medes and Perſians; Then had they aſcribed unto 
themſelves an abſolute 10n, more then ever 
did the Phariſees in Chriſts dayecs,or the Ke after, 
or the Popes of late, fince they eſtabliſhed their own 
infallibiliry. Surely the contrivers of the firſt Con- 
feſſion, did manifeſt a great deal of more modeſty ith 
their Preface, Protefting; that if any man ſhall note in 
this our Confeſſion , any Article or Sentence r ro 
Gods holy word , and ds admoniſh of the ſame 1n Writi 
we by Gods grace do promiſe unto bim ſatisfaRSion from 
mouth of God , that is , from his holy Scriptures , or elf 
r 
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reformation of that which he ſhall prove to be amiſſe, And 
arc theſe men become wiſer thea their Fathers, to 
think that nothing w** they did,could be ameaded 2 

6 That could not be the meaning of the firſt 
Oath to maintain their diſcipline in all points with- 
out alteration : For rhey themſelves during the days 
of the Presbytery did change many things, and that 
as I bcleeve without violation of their Oath, Some- 
times their Lay-clders ha4 voyce inthe Presbyte- 
ry, at. etwards the Miniſters perceiving the inconve- 
nience, reſtrained them to their Pariſh-ſefſions : 
Sometimes it was made altogether unlawfull to bu- 
ry 1n Churches ; afterwards they did permit it. And 
if I had the inſpeRion of the Book of the Ads of 
tae gcnerall Aſſembly which I have not ſeen theſe 
four and twenty ycers ; I would make it appear that 
cvcry Aſſembly, did either alter or adde ſomething 
inmatrters of diſcipline. Finally , How could they 
Swear to maintain that diſcipline in all points, when 
there are many things in their new found diſcipline, 
whereof they were not agreed, nor are to this day * 
as namely, Whether Paſtors and DoQors be one of- 
fice, or diſtin ; And if diſtin, Whether DoRtors 
have any voyce in government : What is the Office 
of Deacons, and whether they may give a voyce in 
the conſiſtory with the reſt : Whether their ruling 
Eldermen be Eccleſiatticall perſans-or Lay-men : 
Whether their Office ſhould be only annuall, or dus 
ring life : Whether thoſe Elders ſhould have a voice 
in the election, Ordination,deprivation of miniſters; 
and in weilding of the keyes for Excommunication, 
and Abiolution. 

By all which it is more then manifeſt , that the 
meaning 
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meaning of theſe words inthe former Oath, [we will 
continue in the obedience of zhe _— of ehis Kirk is 
not that they would obſerve the ſame diſciplinethen 
uſed inall particulars, without alteration or additi- 
on : for {o their Oath muſt be contrary to their Con- 
tcſſion of faith,contrary to right reaſon , tothe pra» 
ile of the Primitive Church, to the opinionof all 
Divines, yea, contrary to their owne praQtice, and 
indeed ſuch an Oath , as were both unlawfull and 
impoſibleto be obſerved. : And unletie that Inter-= 
pretar190 be allowed them;thar Oath makes nothing 
either againſt Epiſcopacy, or the five Arche of 
Perth, -we muſt therctore finde out ſome other'mea- 
ning of theſe words of: the Covenant. Iris arute in 
the civill Law ; Semper in dubijs benigniora ſunt prefe-. 
rende , And again, Non ſunt rejiciende leges que in- 
eerpretatione al1qus peſſunt convenire, If any thing, 
Fact, writing or Law may in reaſonable conſtrution 
admit two interpretations, the beſt and mildeſt is c- 
ver to be reccived, But the words in the former 
Oath may admit a good interpretation,namely they 
did {weare to continue inthe diſcipline of that Kirk, 
in regard of all ſubſtantials, viz. tor adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments, and wceilding of the Keyes for 
- binding and looſing of finners ; and that for the par- 
ticular determination, of perſon, time, place, and 
outward forme of adminiſtration ; They would ob- 
ſerve the diſcipline of that Kirk , which ſhould be 
from time totime lawfu'ly eſtabliſhed. And there- 
fore it is (as I obſcrved before) that they did not ſay 
The preſent diſcipline of this Kirk, And by this Inter. 
pretation which is the only reaſonable ſenſe of theſe 
words that can be given they arc all bound by their 
D 3 nationall 


(28), 
nationall Oath , ( asthey termc'it ) to ſubmit them- 
felves to Epiſcopall government, and the Articles 
of Perth, which were lawfully cſtabliſhed , and are 
now a partof the Diſcipline of that Church. 

Thus have I ſhewed that this late Oath is ſubſtan- 
tially different from the former : in that now they 
doc nor {weare with the King , bur againſt him; It 
containes a bond of mutuall defence of one another; 
It inables Subjects to take Armes without lawful] 
Authoriy:, and containes ſuch an interpretation of 
the Old covenant,as is manifeſtly falſe. In all which 
reſpeRs, the Oath is unlawfull : Bur yet to convince 
them further of perjury | will ſhew unto you, that 
they have not obſerved any of theſe conditions 
which God himſelfe requireth in an Oath. Inthe 
fourth of /ercmy and ſecond verſe : Thou ſhalt ſweare 
the Lord liveth, is tructh, in iudgement , and in vighte- 
ouſneſſe. In tructh, and therefore not falſly; In judge- 
ment, andtheretore not rathly : In rightcouſneſſe, 
2nd therefore not lewdly nor toa bad end. We muft 
ſweare in tructh and not falſly; for the Lord him- 
ſelfe ſaith, Tee ſhall nor (meare by my name falſly,Levit, 
19.12. Theonely true matter of an Oath is trueth, 
but all the grounds of this laſt Oath, are notoriouſly 
falſe, as namely that the Negative Confefſion,is the 
Nationall contefſion of the church of Scotland: And 
I have ſhewed that to be otherwiſe. That this Oath 
is the very ſame that King James and his Family did 
ſweare : And I have proved that not to be ſo. That ' 
Epiſcopacie and the five Articles of Perth are inno- 
vations abjured in the former Oath : and I have ma- 
nifcſted that to be evidently falſe. Finally, That 
what they doe is to avert, The dangey of the true _ 
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med religion, of the Kings hator,, and of the publick peace 
of the p44 5 When as ark 1e dad yr not have 
taken a courſe more to indanger the une ichgion, 
wound the Kings honour , and diſturbe the publick 
peace, So that in this late Qaththere js naxmeth, 
Againe, We muſt ſweare in judgemevt, that is, out of 
a certain knowledge of the thing which we {weare. 
We finde inthe fitch of Leviticus, that when aman 
did ſweare that which was bid from him; It-ayas afin 
for which a Treſpaſle-offering was to be offered, 
And now they have'ſworn ume many things which 
arc hid from'them, and whereof they could have no 
certaine knowledge ; for they could not know that 
the Negative Contchon tis the National Contefſion 
of that Church z nor thatthis Oath is the ſame with 
that which the King did ſweare; nor that Epiſcop 
and the five Articles of Perths Aſſembly were abjures 
in the former Oath: For I have evidently proved 
all. theſe ro. be falſe, Beſides, inthe Catalogue of 
ertors renounced, there arc many things wich com- 
mon people cannot underſtand, as namely, I would 
gladly know, how many amongk that multitude 
who bave {yeorn this late Coyenant;doe know whar 
is Opus operatum,'abjurcd in the Oath,. It is wile 
provided in the civill Law, that none ſhould be a 
mitted to ſweate, who are notof ſome reaſonable 
underſtandi»g,and therfore no Idiots, nor mad men, 
nor children are admitted tg; be witneſſes .: Bur in 
this laſt Oath they have ſworn many thouſuuds who 
have not ſo much knowledge of an Oath, of Religi- 
on, or of the conkefſion of Faith; as,a child'of ſeven 
ycereold,; And therefore 3bey, dog nor liveare 10 
Indicio, Laſtly, 5wemult fweaein mrueth,. ape in 
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judgement; ſo'alſo in nzhteouſneſſe : As the matter of 
our Oath miftbe true, and our knowledge of ir cer- 
caine: So-we muſt ſweare unto a good and lawtull 
end: For to make the name of God a bond to doe 
evill, is a \tnne our of meaſure {infull. Butthe cad of 
this laſt Oath is moſt unlawſull , even ro arme Sub« 
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eſtabliſhed by Lawes, wherby they make that which 
ſhould be Sarramentwm pietatis, to be Vinculum inj- 
euitatis,-' Theſe Oaths vve call Juraments latronum, 
ſuch as theeves atid robbers take-to be true one to 
another : For they doe not only joyne hand in hand 
(as Solomes tells iis) but doc even alſo by Oath bind 
themſclyes to doe raiſchiefe.7 ebiah the greatcſt hin- 
derer of the Temple, had many in Judah his ſworne 
men. Further, as they have not {worne neither in 
trueth,in judgement,nor in righteouſneſle: So there. 
are many who have ſworne this Oath , who before 
did receive the Oath of the Kings Supremacic, and 
of Canonicall obcdience,and conformity to the Ar- 
ticles of Perth: So that here-is- Oath againſt Oath. 
Belike theſe men: doe challenge a Papal! power to 
difpence with Oathes/ All theſe things being conft- 
dered, Ihave' diſcovered as much perurie in their 
Oath, as can be commutted in a promiſlorie Oath. 
And then wee know that the rule in Divinity 
is, P enitenda promiſ5ie; non perficienda preſumptio. And 
ſurely ſince this is aſwearing age with them, my 
may doe well to ſweare once more, that they will 
never ſweare fo againe. When David had made a 
raſh Oath to deſtroy Nabal, in cold blood he did 
chooſe rather to breake his Oath then to keepe it; 
And I think there isno-Divine-who will adt ſay,that 
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Herod had better broken his raſh oath', then cut off 
Tobn Baptijts head. And yet I muſttell you, it is not 
altogether ſo —_ acrime totake a head from a 
Prophet, as to pull a Crowne from a Kings head. 

And now have taken from them all pretence of 
Religion, (which is not fitto make a cloake for ſuch 
knavcry) by ſhewing that the Negative confefſion, 
is not the Nationall Confciſion of the Church of 
Scotland ; and that this Oath is notthe ſame which 
was {worne 4.8 1. but an Oath ia many reſpeds al- 
together unlawfull : And finally,that Epiſcopall go- 
vernment, and the Articles of Perth are not abjured 
inthe Negative Confcfſion. I will now gueſſe what 
are the true cauſes that ſet them on work , not uſing 
light conjeQures, but building upon more then pro- 
bable grounds. 


1. That which ſets the Clergie on work is Selfe- De civir. 
love, which (as S. Auſtin ſaycs) did build the Citic = -— 


of the devill. Iris pride, fingularity, ambition, and 
the defire of popular applauſe. They cannot endure 
to be ſubjetoa Biſhop, eſteeming themlſclves men 
of greater gifts and perfeions, then thoſe who are 
appointed to be their Biſhops, and ſo They periſh ix 
the gaine-ſaying of Core, You know that Core's ſinne 
was diſobedience : he would nor be ſubje& unto 
Aaron appointed his Superiour by God , nor to 4ſo- 
ſes either who ſwayed the Scepter : So they by their 
good will, will not be ſubjeRcither ro Biſhop or 
King. This pride hath beene the occaſion of many 
herefies inthe Church,as will evidently appeare un- 
to thoſe who read the Hiſtories-of Arivs coveting 
the Biſhoprick of 4lexandris : of Doxarus labouring 
tO have beenc Biſhop of Carthage : of Novatus defi- 
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ring a Biſhoprick in /taly : and of Aerivs contending 
with Euſtathius for a Biſhoprick in Pontus, Theſe men 
affe&ing theſe honorable places, and receiving their 
ſeverall foyles, when through ambition they could 
not get the places they ſought for in the Church, 
they laboured to gaine honour another way in their 
ſeverall Synagogues. Sol could tell you ofa man, 
who is now a ring-leader of the fation inEdenburgh, 
and hath publickly preached the King to be a Pa- 
piſt, and when his Majeſtic deſired them to renounce 
their Covenant , oy mn, them all reaſonable ſa- 
tisfation in otherthings : he in a Sermon compared 
his Majeſtic unto an Iralian who promiſed mercy to 
his vanquiſhed enemie, upon a condition that he 
would renounce Chriſt, which when the Caitiff had 
done, preſently ſtabb'd him to the heart, ſaying, I 
hope now I have killed you both ſoule and body. 
Yet this man within theſe two yeeres was -an carneft 
ſuter for the Biſhoprick of &rgy/e, and was recom- 
mended for it by many of the Biſhops of that King- 
dome ; but miſſing thereof, the ſame humor which 
poſſeſſed Arius, Donatus, and the reſt, doth now alſo 
work in him. 

2 + That which fets the Lay-men on work, is cove- 
touſneſſe : amongſt whom not a few would gladly 
prey upon the Biſhopricks, as their Fathers did upon 
the Abbeyes. This was obſerved by M.Carewright, 
and the Author of the Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline of 
their Lay-followers in England; And,(I muſt nceds 
think that they of Scotland, as they are of the ſame 
religion, ſo they are of the ſame mind) Whileſt they 
heare us ſpeak againſt Biſhops and Cathedrall Chur- 
ches , (ſaith the Author of the Ecclefiaſticall _ 
pline) 
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pline ) it tickleth their cares, looking for the like 
prey they had before of Monaſteries: Yea,they have 
in their hearts devoured already the Churches inhe- 
ritance. They care not for Religion, ſo they may get 
the ſpoile. They could be content to crucitie Chriſt, 
ſo they might have his garments. Our age is full of 
ſpoiling Souldiers , aad of wicked Dyonijans , who 
will rob Chriſt of his golden coat, as neither fit for ' 
him in Winter nor Summer, They arc Cormorants, 
and ſcek to fill the bottomlefle ſacks of their greedy 
appetites. They doe yawne after a prey, and would 
thereby to their perpetuall ſhame, purchaſe to them- 
{clves a ficld of blood. 

3 I may more then probably conjeRure that they 
have another ayme,cven {uch as was /eroboams ayme: 
When he had drawne away the ten Tribes from the 
houſe of Devid, he ſaid in his heart, If the people goe 
up to Icrufalem to worſhip, their heart will returne / 
againe unto their Lord Kehoboam ; And therefore he 
creed two goldenCalves,and faid unto the people, 
It is too farre for youto go up to leruſalem : Theſe 
arc the gods that brought you up out of the land of 
the land of Egypt. So thoſe men intending to draw 
away the Kings Subjes from their Obedience, and 
perceiving that if they ſhould joyne with his Ma- 
zeſties _ Subjects, in the true andorderly wor- 
ſhip of God, that their heart would returne againe 
unto their Lord the King : They have deviſed an 
Idol of their owne brain, like /oroboams Calves,cven 
their Presbyreriall diſcipline, and cry that up as the 
only truce worſhip of God. | 

And yet 1 hold not them all tobe alike guilty ; but 
that many of them, yea the _— greateſt part, have 
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not as yet lexrned the deepneſſe of Sathan, We may di- 
{tinguiſh them into three degrees. The firſt ſort, are 
they who have contrived the pior, are the ring-leaders 

ofthe faion,. the ſeducers of others, and ſo d 
tizing heretiques. For thelc I can make no excuſe; bur 
leaye them as wilde Aﬀes to be ſpoken within the 
moneth of their affliction. The ſecond fort, and the 
fargreateſt number, are thoſe who have been ſeduced 
by them, like thoſe Two Hundered who followed Ab- 
ſolon out of Jeruſalem knowing nothing of his Treaſon. 
[hey have been drawne to dance after their pipe, 
though they underſtood not the Spring ;z and have 
been carried head-long withit, before they knew well 
whar they did : And all under G »dly pretences. For 
they were madeto belceve that the very ſtate of Re+ 
ligion, Church, and Kingdome , did depend upon this 
New Covenant, andthat all men were bound in con- 
ſcience, to defend the Nationill confeſſion of faith, 
and the Oath ſworne by their forefathers. Beſides it is 
a plauſible matter with the _ to heare them de- 
praved, thatare in authority ; but eſpecially to under- 
ſtand of any liberty or power, which may appertaine 
untothemſelves. Furthermore alſoit is not unknowne 
to any of Judgement, how much the profes(ion of ex. 
traordinary zeale, and as it were contempt of the 
world ; doth worke wich the multicude, When they 
ſee men goe ſimply in the ſtreers, and bow down their 
heads like a bull-ruſh, though their inward parts burne 
,alrogether with deceit, wringing their necks awry ; 
ſhaking theirheads, as though they were in ſome pre. 
ſcent griefe:lifting up the white of their eyes ſometimes, 
ar the fight of ſome vanity, as they walke, when they 
heare them give great groanes: Cry oudggnins this 
Þ finne 
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ſinne and that ſinne, (not in them their hearers, but in 
their Superiors) and finally, make long prayers, (under 
colour whereot they devoure not onely the houſes of 
Widdowes but of marricd folkes.roo) When, I ſay 
che multitude do heare and ſee ſuch kind of men ; They 
are by and by carried away with a marvellous great 
conceit and opinion. of them., and with ſuch ſhewes 
have tl:cſe Phariſaicall teachers drawne the multitude 
after them, who have not their ſences exerciſed to dif. 
cerne between good and evill : bur judge onely by the 
outward appearance. If they thoald judge them by 
their fruits; they ſhould find them to be very farre from 
the rrue Religion. S. «mes hath:given u; a moſt full 
deſcription ofthe true religion. The wiſdome that s 
from above, firſt pure then peaceable , Gentle, an1eaſie 
tobe intreated, full of mercy, and good fruits , without 
Judging, and without hypecriſie. Whereas Solomon dc- 
ſcribes wiſedome to have built hera houſe with ſeven 
pillars : Sothe Apoſtle deſcribes this heavenly. wiſc- 
dome, (which isthe true Religion) by ſceaven proper- 
ties,neither of which will agree with their religion. [tis 
not Pure ; Fortherfore isthe true religion calle purs 
becauſe italloweth of no:hing which 1s not in it felfe 
juſt, lawfull, andhoneſt. And hereby LaFantias pro- 
veth againſt the Gentiles, the verity of the Chriſtian 
religion, But their Religionalloweth of many things, 
which in themſclyes are neither Juſt, lawfull, nor ho, 
neſt, as namely , / ſary, Sacriledze, diſobedience to 
lawfall authority, and rebellion againſt Princes. A- 
eaine, /s not peaceable ;, fortheſe men are the incendi» 
aries of Chriſtendome, as1f they had comero ſet fire 
upon the Earth. Not gentle, For they are more auſtere 
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intreated); for they will nekcher be perſwaded by their 
friends, nor commanded by their ſuperiors, to doe 
any thing, but whar they will, ſquaring themſelves by 
that old rule of the Donatiſs, 2u0d wolumns ſanttum 
eff. Not _ of mercy an4 good fruits : For they are all 
for ſacrifice, nothing for mercy ; All for the durics of 
the firſt Table, neglefting the duties of the ſecond : 
Their faith hath drowned their charity : For we have 
knowne them pull downe many Churches, and yet 
build but a few Hoſpitalls. Not without Judging: For 
of all men living they are known to be the moſtri- 
gid cenſurers of others. And conſequently they are 
not without Hypocrifie : For that is the true note of 
an hypocrite, when one, (as our Saviour ſaith) can 
ſpy the mote that is in his brothers eye,and not diſ- 
cerne the beame that is in his own. And yet with 
their pretence of piety they have deceived a number 
of ay cople. But there is yet athird fort, who 
have ſubſcribed the Covenant againſt their conſci- 
ence, onely for fear of a Maflacre, which they 
had juſt cauſe to ſuſpet , when a Catalogue 
was taken up of the names , what in ever 

Pariſh , of thoſe who refuſed to ſubſcribe, 
And now, I pray you, what is become of their plea 
of Chriſtian liberty « For when we did preſſe them 
to conforme themſelves unto the Orders of our 
Church, they alleaged thatit was contrary to Chri- 
ſtian liberty to inforce men to the doing of any thing 
againſt their conſcience, and that a man ſhould 
be fully reſolved in his owne mind of the lawtul- 
neſſe of that which hee doth. And yet we did urge 
men onely under payne of ſuſpenſion and Excom- 
munication ; and that after much patience and for- 
bearance 
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bearance z uſing withall all fair meanes to perſwade 
them. But they compell men to ſubſcribe with them 
againſt their Conſcience,by Pike and Piſtoll,threat- 
ning no lcſſe unto the refuſers then loſſe of life, 
goods, and lands. By this ye may jndge of the fin- 
cerity of their ations, and what they would doe in 
other places, if they ſhould once gaine the power 
into their own hands. 

All this paines have I taken, todeteR theſe men 
and their proceedings, to the end that I might draw 
you off from their faction: For who would be in love 
with that Religion, whoſe bond 1s Perjury, whoſe 
badge is Rebellion * Therefore, come out from a- 
mong(t them and ſeparate your ſclyes; Be not par- 
taker with them in their fins, leſt you reccive all of 
thcir plagues. Manifeſt your diſlike of them & their 
procecdings, by conforming your ſelyes abſolutely 
untothe Orders of this Churchin all things, and 
think not to halt any longer between God and Baal; 
Neither be afraid of thcir power; for howſo- 
ever they proſper for a time : It is but a Sum- 
mer ſtorme , Nubecula eft & cito pertranſibih, : 
Youmay aſſure your ſelves that in end they will 
prevaile: For that God by whom Kings rejgne wil/ 7 Samz.to 
give flrength unto his King, and exalt the horme of his 
anoznzed : He will ſcatter the people that delight in 
Warre, even mike the hearts of the Canaanitesto 
melt, and their joynts to tremble : Bue ng ſas isfie the prlgreis) 
King with longlife, and ſbew him hig ſalcation. 

And now I have wearied both you and my ſclf 
with along Speech. I know there are many here 
who thinke I have ſpoke too much ; Bur I could not 
have ſaid leſle, and manifeſt my fidelity to God i 
the 
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ph the King: Andif it be true which is grown unto a 
Proverb ;- that Leves loqunntur cure , ingertes flupens's © 
No inav- can expedt that. my Speech ſh$6uld be elo- - ; + 
quent :'For I proteſt before ol, tha I have ſpoken © 
out of the grief of my heart, and the very anguiſh Bag 
of my Soul. When I conſider the fearfull afterclaps © * 
that are likely to enſue: 'It fears me, that our finnes 
are come unto a full Maturity , and that we are ripe 
for Gods Sickle to reap us. I dare-not ſay with &. 
Paul, that I could with my ſelfe Ansthems, or ſepara- 
ted from Chriſt tor my Counery-men : Bur I can ſa 
with a fancerc heart, that I could be content, my life 
were givenin a Sacrifice, ſo that could procure the 
peace of the Church, redeem his Majetties honor, 
which is fo Soeply wounded,and preſerve my native 
Country fromdeſtruQtion.: And : 199-158 I beſeech 
all you who bear good will unto Sion, rth&-you 
would apply all yours , for quenching of 
this fire ; eſpecially Ting to reclaim rhem who . 


davert, AE Commirted: ro your charge : And of ſake bave 


ne {Non;waking a difference and others (ave with fear: 
| ; wy es ns of the Fire, And ler all of us be in- 
ſtant with-God in Prayer, lifting up our hearrs and 
our handstothe heavens, -and beſceching him who 
is the'Authorof peace, and loverof Concord, that 
. he would beep £o- open"the eyes'of that | - 
0:7 , andrurne their hearts, that they may 
2-01... acknowledge their duty tro God, and . © 


| ; 
_ - techis Vice-gerent, Amen. 
*) "0 Es 4 1503; TER « 
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